
JUNE 2, 2022 TOWN HALL MEETING – QUESTIONS/ANSWERS 
QUESTIONS SUBMITTED BY RESIDENTS 

 
1 Q. It was stated that if Home Rule passes. There will be no property tax increases for 5 years. 

What type of property tax increase can Matteson residents expect in year 6? Will it be a 
dramatic increase? How will Home Rule lower our Property Taxes? It has been my 
experience with Home Rule that they initially might freeze certain taxes for a time and then 
homeowners are hit with a big increase later. 

A. The Board of Trustees has passed a resolution stating that if Home Rule is passed, there will 
be no increases to the Village's portion of the property tax levy for 5 years.  The resolution 
also states that in years 6 through 10, the Village will not raise property taxes above CPI 
(consumer price index). 

 
2 Q. Please give specific legislation that you can pass & implement under Home Rule that the 

Trustees can't just legislate right now without Home Rule.   Specifically, what would happen 
to address street repair under Home Rule that can't happen now without Home Rule? 

A. Street Repairs are currently ongoing with Motor Fuel Tax Funds and Federal and State Grant 
Funding.  Home Rule allows for additional local funds that couldn’t ordinarily be used 
outside of a certain area to be available village-wide to assist in repairing more street 
locations. 

 
3 Q. Can you remove the restriction on the $3.8M Hotel Tax Fund without Home Rule? 

A. The Village does not have the authority to remove the restriction on the Hotel/Motel Tax 
Fund without being Home Rule. 

 
4 Q. If city stickers are eliminated, what funds will you draw from to recover lost revenue? 

A. There are a number of other revenue sources available to recover the lost revenue, including 
the Hotel/Motel Tax Fund which generates over $500,000 in gross revenues annually, and 
currently has over $3.7 million in reserves, that will become available if the Village becomes 
Home Rule. 

 
5 Q. What effect does Home Rule have on state and federal funds the village might receive? 

A. There is no specific impact to state or federal funding if the Village becomes Home Rule. 
 

6 Q. Can you elaborate on how the revenue streams eliminated by Home Rule would be 
replaced? 

A. There are a number of other revenue sources available to recover the lost revenue, 
including the Hotel/Motel Tax Fund which generates over $500,000 in gross revenues 
annually, and currently has over $3.7 million in reserves, that will become available if the 
Village becomes Home Rule. 

 
7 Q. Name 3 disadvantages of Home Rule as you see it. 

A. The main disadvantage of Home Rule would be the municipality's ability to increase 
property taxes.  The Village of Matteson acknowledges that this was an area of concern 
and passed a resolution that restricts our ability to increase property taxes in order to 
provide additional assurance to residents. 
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8 Q. What will the Village of Matteson lose due to implementing Home Rule? 

A. The Village of Matteson will gain, not lose if Home Rule is implemented. 
 

9 Q. Is there going to be an offset/relief of Property Taxes? 
A. With the amount of development occurring in Matteson, the scale of property taxes is 

shared by more; however, the Village is just one of several taxing bodies on your property 
tax bill.  

 
10 Q. What is going to happen to the Lincoln Mall area? 

A. Please visit the Village's website for more details on the plans for Market Square Crossing, 
the former Lincoln Mall site. The 60-acre area will be repurposed into a mixed-use project 
with residential, small shops, entertainment, sports, a walking trail, and a 2-acre space for 
small gatherings for events. Over the last couple of years, Matteson has been assembling 
land of different owners, court processes to gain consent to foreclose, and conducting 
engineering work to properly define the parcels within the 60-acres land. The Village is 
firming developers’ interest to proceed to the next steps. A project of this magnitude will 
take a couple of years to fully complete. 

 
11 Q. Since there is no casino, what is going to be done with that parcel of land? 

A. The Village will continue to move forward with the same mixed-use concept plan as 
originally established. The pursuit of the casino only covered a quarter of the project site. 
The casino was not the entire project. Please visit the Village of Matteson's website for more 
information pertaining to the development of Market Square Crossing.   

 
12 Q. What are the plans for the vacant Target building and the Cub Foods Building?  

Q. Can there be resurfacing done for parking lots that are for businesses that still have 
patrons? (i.e. Dusties, Jenny's Beauty, etc.…) 

A. The Target building has been purchased by an investor. The Village is currently working with 
the investor on redevelopment plans for the site. In reference to the shopping center with 
the former Cubs Food and other businesses, the owner has neglected code violations for this 
property as well as the shopping center at the southwest corner of Rt. 30 & Cicero Avenue, 
which has the same ownership. The Village has taken a strong approach to prohibit business 
license approvals for those sites until the violations are in compliance.   

 
13 Q. Many stores have closed. What new businesses are coming to our community? 

A. Many stores have closed nationwide due to the shopping habits of consumers. Matteson is 
not exempt from the impact of internet shopping and the demise of some brick-and-mortar 
stores. Matteson has made great strides over the last couple of years. More than 3,000 jobs 
have been added to the community. Please visit the Village of Matteson's website to explore 
the interactive map that illustrates the development in the community.   

 
14 Q. Are there a need for apartments in Matteson?  

A. Market Square Crossing will have a residential component. 
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15 Q. Is the Village still planning to return Public Transportation to some areas of Matteson? 

A. Public Transportation is already provided via Metra Electric Line and PACE Bus Stops along 
Lincoln Highway.  The Village is working with these agencies as it relates to the possible 
expansion of these services in the future. 

 
16 Q. Are you going to paint the bridge? 

A. The Branding & Wayfinding program has incorporated a plan to revitalize the bridge with 
painting and signage that identifies the Village of Matteson. This effort is just one of the 
ways Home Rule can help fund some of the Branding & Wayfinding program, which is 
located outside of the boundaries covered by incentive programs 

 
17 Q. What about the graffiti, speeding, and loud music on Lindenwood Drive, as well as the 

thefts that have taken? 
A. We have increased our traffic enforcement on Lindenwood and will be adding foot patrols 

and bike patrols during the summer. 
 

18 Q. What are the red-light camera procedures at Cicero and Route 30?   
A. You must completely stop before turning right on red.   
 

19 Q. What is the signage for Oakwood/Applewood subdivision?  
A. It does not have to be behind the white line, but in the area where you can be able to see 

oncoming traffic.  Please be aware of pedestrians. 
 

20 Q. What are the violence stats from last year vs. this year?  
A. Crime data can be found using the FBI search tool https://crime-data-

explorer.app.cloud.gov/pages/explorer/crime/crime-trend or you can visit fbi.gov 
 

21 Q. What can be done about drivers who aren't stopping at stop signs? 
A. We have increased traffic enforcement and have obtained IDOT grant-funded traffic 

enforcement details.   
 

22 Q. What about the basketball stands that are placed and left in the streets?  
A. Basketball stands may be left on the side of the roadway as long as they are not causing an 

obstruction.   
 

23 Q. Can there be a curfew instated for minors and now that school is out, what are your new 
plans to curb violence? 

A. There is a curfew for minors: Weekday 10 pm, Weekend 11 pm.  We are instituting a new 
tactical unit that will patrol in an undercover tactic.  We have also increased our police 
staffing levels.  Currently, we are at 40 sworn and are working to increase to 43.  Please help 
us recruit as we will be taking applications and testing very soon. 

24 Q.   What are the plans to reduce gun shootings and violence? 
A. The Matteson Police Department has made numerous gun arrests every year through 

vigilant productivity in traffic enforcement and targeting known problematic areas. 
 


